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Public School Enrollment Declines for 4th consecutive year
DES MOINES -- As expected, statewide enrollment in Iowa public schools

declined slightly in the fall of 2000, the fourth consecutive year of declining enrollment.
Seventy percent of Iowa’s 374 school districts had fewer students this school year
compared to 1999.

The decline in public school enrollment is another reflection of the state's
population growth, which is the smallest of any surrounding states.

Statewide enrollment fell by 4,265 students, a decline of .86 percent. Overall,
494,342 students were enrolled in Iowa public schools, compared to 498,607 last year.
Projections indicate statewide enrollment will continue to drop for the next few years.

“Based on Census data and other demographic information -- including birth rates
-- we expected this downward trend in enrollment,” said Ted Stilwill, Director of the
Iowa Department of Education.

“Despite this new enrollment information, I am optimistic that more will be done
at the state, regional and local levels to create an environment in Iowa that encourages
more of our best and brightest young people to stay in our state, and welcomes more new
residents to our state," Stilwill added.

Other highlights of the report include:

• 262 of Iowa’s 374 school districts -- 70 percent -- experienced enrollment declines.
• The greatest percentage declines, by size category, are in districts with fewer than

1,000 students in K-12.
• Districts gaining or losing 100 students or more include:

Gains
District Number of students
Waukee 301
Johnston 170
Ankeny 143
College 127
Des Moines 124
Linn-Mar 118
SE Polk 104

Losses
District Number of students
Council Bluffs -485
Davenport -332
Burlington -158
Clinton -148
Fort Dodge -144
Ames -112
Keokuk -104
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